Covered smut (Ustilago hordei (Pets.) Kell. and Sw.) and loose smut (Ustilago nuda (Jens.) Kell. and Sw.) are the most common plant diseases affecting fall-sown barley. Their importance as measured by reduced grain yield can only be estimated. However, in a 4-year experiment at the Arlington Experiment Farm, Rosslyn, Va., the reduced grain yield of two smut-susceptible varieties grown from untreated seed as compared to the yield of the two vdrieties from treated seed was approximately equal to the combined percentages of the loose and covered smuts present in the untreated plats.
